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1. A Brief Introduction
In April 1990, China deployed 5 military observers to UNTSO in the Middle East, a UN mission with the longest history. It marked the first time for the PLA’s participation in the UN peacekeeping operations. From 1992 to 1993, China deployed 800 engineers in two batches to UNTAC in Cambodia. It marked the first time that China deployed the non-combat troops to UN operations. In December 2001, the Peacekeeping Affairs Office of the Ministry of National Defense was formally established. Its responsibility is to oversee the comprehensive management and coordination of the PLA’s participation in the UN peacekeeping operations. In February 2002, China officially became part of the Class 1 of the UN Standby Arrangements System. 1 standard UN engineering battalion, 1 standard UN Level II hospital and 2 standard UN transport companies were designated in the PLA .

The tour of duty for military observers and staff officers we deploy to UN missions is normally one year. And that of duty for staff officers working at UNDPKO is 2 years, and eight months for peacekeeping contingents. As of the end of February 2007, the PLA has deployed 7266 military personnel to 17 UN peacekeeping missions. From 1990 to present, 981 military observers and staff officers have been deployed; From 1992 to 1993, two batches of 800 engineering troops were deployed to UNTAC in Cambodia; From April 2003 to present, six batches of 1308 engineering and medical troops have been deployed to MONUC in the DRC; From December 2003 to present, 5 bathes of 2790 engineering, transport and medical troops have been deployed to UNMIL in Liberia; From April 2006 to present, two bathes of engineering units and one batch of medical unit totaling 517 have been deployed to UNIFIL in Lebanon; From May 2006 to present, two batches of 870 engineering, transport and medical units have been deployed to UNMIS in southern Sudan. 

Up to now, 3 military observers and 5 soldiers from the PLA have given their lives to peacekeeping duties.

At present, we have a total of 1642 peacekeeping military personnel working in 10 UN mission areas and at the UNHQ. The details are as follows:

a. Military Observers and Staff Officers

At present, there are 96 MILOBs and staff officers serving in 10 UN missions and at the UNDPKO. 4 are at the UNDPKO, 4 are with UNTSO, 13 with MINURSO, 7 with UNMEE, 12 with MONUC, 13 with UNMIL, 7 with UNOCI, 25 with UNMIS, 8 with UNIFIL, 2 with UNMIT and 1 with UNIOSIL.
b. Contingents

At present, we have deployed 10 contingents of 1546 in 4 UN peacekeeping missions. Among these, one engineering unit of 175 and one medical unit of 43 are deployed to MONUC at Bukavu, a border city in the eastern part of DRC; with UNMIL one engineering unit of 275 and one medical unit of 43 are deployed at Zwedru in the southeast of Liberia, and one transport unit of 240 is deployed at the capital city of Monrovia; with UNIFIL one engineering battalion of 275 is deployed at Hinniyah and one medical unit of 60 at Marjayoun in south Lebanon; one engineering unit of 275, one transport unit of 100 and one medical unit of 60 are deployed to UNMIS at the southwestern Sudanese town of Wau. 

2. Peacekeeping Training for Military Personnel

a. Training for Staff Officers and MILOBs

The selection of staff officers and military observers goes through a gradual process of unit recommendation, professional training and assessment examinations. Those qualified officers are put into a reserved-candidate pool for timely deployment. 

The PLA opened its first UN Military Observers Training Course in 1990. The course is held 1-2 times every year. It recruits 50 students and lasts 3 to 4 months. 19 such courses have been conducted, the total trainees are over 900. In accordance with the UN Peacekeeping Training Manual, this training course includes the following contents:

—Training of basic skills, mainly including intensified language training, driving, communications, map-reading, weapon identification and mine awareness; 

—Physical, psychological and field survival training; 

—Specialized professional training, including report-writing, liaisons and negotiation techniques, etc;

—Knowledge about peacekeeping, including the history, basic principles and mandate of UN peacekeeping as well as local security situations, background of the conflict, local traditions and customs and epidemic diseases, etc. 

Based on the UN requirements for peacekeeping personnel and the specific situations of each mission area, the contents and items of each training course are prioritized and adjusted accordingly.         

b. Training For Contingents

Selection of peacekeeping contingent members is mainly from one formed unit, supplemented by allocation of specialized personnel from other units. Voluntary applicants are recommended at each level and selection is strictly held to the standard from the outset. In accordance with the UN Training Manual, the short-listed candidates will then be trained intensively for three months. The training mainly includes knowledge about peacekeeping operations, guiding principles of UN peacekeeping operations, organization and command, basic military techniques, physical fitness, English language, diplomatic protocols, laws, rules and regulations as well as customs of host countries. Through these trainings, trainees are expected to be familiar with and make good use of the UN working procedures, improve their English, and strengthen their capabilities to undertake peacekeeping tasks. In the end, qualified candidates are selected by eliminating examinations. 

In addition, before the deployment of each peacekeeping contingent, the Peacekeeping Affairs Office of the Ministry of National Defense will organize a training course for the core elements of each contingent. Based on the different situations of each mission area and the actual working requirements for each contingent, this intensive training course focuses on force security, rules of engagement, code of conduct for UN peacekeepers, cross-culture communications, latest situation of mission areas, mental and psychological health, etc. In order to draw on experiences and best practices of Peacekeeping troops from foreign countries, some well-known peacekeeping specialists both from home and abroad are invited to give course lectures. 

3. External Exchanges
To learn experiences and good practices from others, the Peacekeeping Affairs Office of the Ministry of National Defense has been active in expanding exchanges and cooperation with the UNDPKO and its foreign counterparts. These are demonstrated in the following three aspects. The first aspect is “going out to learn”. We have sent more than 100 officers to take part in training and exchanges organized by the UK, India, Thailand, France, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Ireland, Canada, and Australia as well as the professional training activities organized by the UNDPKO in South Africa, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Hungary, Italy, Estonia and Sri Lanka. The second aspect is “ invite others to help”. We have invited more than 19 specialists from the UNDPKO to China for the pre-deployment visits to our peacekeeping contingents. And at our invitation, 18 peacekeeping specialists from the British Military have come to China to assist our pre-deployment training. The third aspect is that we have started to co-host international seminars on peacekeeping affairs in Beijing and to take part in international seminars on peacekeeping in other countries on a selective basis. In March 2004, March 2005 and September 2006 respectively, in association with the British Military, three “UK-China Seminar on Peacekeeping Operations” were held in Beijing. In November 2004, the Peacekeeping Affairs Office of the Ministry of National Defense of China, in association with the Bernard College of Sweden, co-hosted an international seminar in Beijing on Challenges of the Peace Operations: Into the 21st Century with an focus on the training and education. In addition, we have sent representatives to attend seminar series on “Challenges of the Peace Operations: Into the 21st Century” in Nigeria, the UK, Japan, Canada as well as peacekeeping seminars organized by ASEAN Regional Forum and Council on Security and Cooperation in Asia and Pacific.

4. Performance and Compliments

During our 17 years participation in UN peacekeeping operations, Chinese military peacekeeping personnel have demonstrated excellent professionalism through outstanding accomplishment of tasks with unswerving operational capabilities and high spirit. Therefore they have won many compliments from the UN agencies, the local governments and the local people. Up to now, all the PLA officers and soldiers in UN peacekeeping missions have been awarded the UN medal for peace. The Chairman of UNTAC Akashi Asahi said on one occasion “without the participation of the Chinese engineers, the UNTAC could not have achieved so much.” Praising the Chinese Contingents in MONUC, Under Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Affairs Guehenno said that China has set a brilliant example for upholding the UN Charter. The Liberian President Allen Johnson Sirleaf praised the Chinese contingents as a strong, a well-trained, highly-disciplined and professional force and a friendly emissary of the great Chinese people and Army. 

5. Principles and Positions for China’s Participation in UN Peacekeeping Operations

China is a peace-loving country. The Chinese are peace-loving people. China’s development needs peace, and world’s development also needs peace. Maintenance of world peace is in the interest of all people over the world, including the Chinese people. As a permanent member of the UN Security Council, China shoulders important responsibilities for a series of major issues related to peace and security of the world. China’s active participation in UN peacekeeping operations shows that China supports the UN and China is a responsible major country in the world. 

The principles for China’s participation in UN peacekeeping operations are as follows:
China always attaches importance to and supports implementation of peacekeeping operations in line with the spirit of UN Charter. China always holds that UN peacekeeping operations should strictly abide by the purposes and principles of the UN Charter, especially those basic principles which have been proved to be effective in peacekeeping practices. The leading role of the Security Council should be enhanced. Premature peacekeeping operations should not be deployed. It is contrary to the basic point of peacekeeping to making the UN one of the conflicting parties. Double standards should not be employed in planning and deployment of peacekeeping operations. As an important measure for the UN to maintain peace and security, peacekeeping is not the only means. Attention should be paid to eradication of root causes of conflict and strengthening of comprehensive management. 

On basis of the above principles, China has gradually expanded its participation in UN peacekeeping operations. In accordance with development of situations and UN requirements, China will continue to actively participate in UN peacekeeping operations.     

6. Experiences
a. Selection of highly-qualified military personnel is the key to our participation in UN peacekeeping operations. The PLA attaches great importance to participation in UN peacekeeping operations. Through a selection process of “the best from the best” at different levels, the deployed peacekeeping personnel have a strong sense of honor and duty. They are not only qualified militarily with fine habits and strict disciplines, but also are up to the UN standards with regard to foreign languages, driving and physical and mental health, etc. 

b. Tailored training programs provide a solid basis for our peacekeepers to accomplish tasks. In our peacekeeping training, emphasis is put on studies and familiarization of UN policies, rules and regulations as well as Standard Operational Procedures. Specialized training is conducted in accordance with specific situations of each mission area and task requirement including emergency training for handling of abrupt and emergent situations. We are also actively engaged in international peacekeeping exchanges with an aim to constantly upgrade our training level. 

c. Promote fine traditions of our army. Fine traditions are favorable conditions for our troops to carry out UN peacekeeping duties. Our troops strive to be a “civilized force”, observing all UN rules and regulations with good disciplines. They strive to be “mighty force”, obeying orders, working hard in line with duties. They also strive to be a people’s force, attaching great importance to military-civilian relations, treating others equally and winning support and appreciation of locals. 

d. Strict security management is implemented. Strict security management is a reliable guarantee for mission accomplishment. Besides UN rules and regulations, our peacekeeping troops have set up a series of internal mechanism of management. A lot of time and efforts are also put on security education to raise the security and self-defense awareness of the troops. Security and protection work are highlighted so that troops are always ready to deal with terror attacks, epidemic diseases and unexpectedness in host countries and avoid traffic accidents and unexpected injuries.
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