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April 28, 2003, Washington, D.C. — The Center for Global Development and Foreign Policy magazine will present the first annual Commitment to Development Award on Tuesday April 29, 2003 during a dinner ceremony.  The award pays tribute to individuals or organizations that have made a significant contribution to changing the attitudes and policies of the rich world toward the poor.  The award is being given in conjunction with the launch of the CGD/FP Commitment to Development Index (CDI), which ranks 21 of the world’s richest countries based on their dedication to policies that benefit the 5 billion people living in poorer nations worldwide. Inaugural

The recipients of the inaugural award are the Utstein Group and its founding members: Clare Short, Secretary of State for International Development, United Kingdom, Eveline Herfkens, Former Minister for Development Cooperation, Netherlands, Hilde F. Johnson, Minister for International Development, Norway, and Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul, Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development, Germany.  The group is organized around the principles that coherence in rich countries polices – such as trade, anti corruption, conflict management and foreign aid – is critical for support of development in poor countries.  

Nancy Birdsall, president of the Center for Global Development, is delighted to be honor the Utstein group, “These four women define what it means to be pro-development leaders.  Through their leadership, development policy issues have been placed more squarely on the agenda of political leaders across Europe and North America.” 

The ministers have focused recent attention on moving beyond discussions of aid to broader set a development polices that will make a measurable difference in lives of the poor. "I am deeply honored to receive the Commitment to Development Award. This award is a powerful inspiration to all development actors in the joint efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals and ultimately to eradicate poverty," said Norwegian Minister for International Development, Hilde F. Johnson. Eveline Herfkens, who now serves as the Secretary General's Executive Coordinator for the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) Campaign sees an important link between the work of the group, the MDGs and the CDI,  "The Index is an important new tool to ensure that all nations are held accountable towards achievement of the Millennium Development Goals."

The award will be presented on behalf of CGD and FP by the former deputy prime minister of Jordan, Rima Khalaf Hunaidi.  The ceremony will be held the evening of April 29th along with a dinner at the Washington Terrace Hotel, 1516 Rhode Island Avenue, NW.   Members of the press are invited to attend.

About the Center for Global Development

The Center for Global Development is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit think tank dedicated to reducing global poverty and inequality through policy-oriented research and active engagement on development issues with the policy community and the public. www.cgdev.org

About Foreign Policy
Founded in 1970, Foreign Policy is the premier, award-winning magazine of global politics, economics, and ideas. Our readers include some of the most influential leaders in business, government, and other professional arenas in the United States and more than 90 other countries. In addition to our flagship English-language edition and Web site, www.foreignpolicy.com, FP is published in Arabic, Greek, Italian, Spanish (three editions), and Turkish. FP is published by the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (www.ceip.org) in Washington, D.C.
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