Environment for Europe Conference in Kiev 21 -23 May 2003

DOP 9:  Intervention from Minister Børge Brende, Norway, about Pan-European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy

Introductory remarks

Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a pleasure for me to welcome you to this session on biodiversity and to chair the segment together with my co-chair, the Slovenian Minister of Environment; Janez Kopac.

We are here today to prepare for the segment of the Ministerial Declaration on biodiversity, and the accompanying Resolution. 

For those of you who have not already noticed: Today we are celebrating the World Biodiversity Day. This year the theme is " Biodiversity and poverty alleviation – challenges for sustainable development". 

On such a day we are expected to take some important steps forward. We will address the huge task from the the World Summit in Johannesburg to reduce the loss of biodiversity by 2010. 

9 % of the global threatened species with backbones (mammals, birds, amphibians, reptiles and freshwater fish) are found in our Pan European region. Many of these species are in rapid decline because important economic sectors try to reach their own goals without respect to sustainable use and protection of biodiversity.  
Now we have to engage ministers and sectors to stop the loss of biodiversity by  managing ecosystems in an integrated manner.
To help us in this we have in front of us a draft resolution which goes beyond the WSSD goal. Our plan in the Pan European Region is to halt the loss of biodiversity by 2010! 

The resolution describes 9 targets with activites and time schedules, promoting cooperation between nations, with other ministerial processes and conventions, but most important; pushes us to take action and cooperate at national level.  

(1) The target on Forest and biodiversity – includes a Framework for Co-operation with the Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe (MCPFE). The agreement was endorsed by the European Ministers of Forest one month ago in Vienna. Remember that a vast proportion of threatened species live in the forest.
(2 & 3) More effective agriculture has caused water stress, soil erosion and loss of biodiversity in all of Europe. Agriculture depends on much of this biodiversity, like insects acting as pollinators for fruit trees. The two targets on Agriculture and Biodiversity describe important steps to develop a system for management of high nature value areas in agricultural ecosystems 
(4 & 5) Many species do not survive without large areas or healthy ecosystems for living or migration. The two targets on the Pan European Ecological Network (PEEN) aims at identification and establishment of core areas and corridors for biodiversity conservation. 

(6) During the last decades we have gained much knowledge about invasive alien species. Today we regard this topic as one of the worst threats to biodiversity. In target number 6 we aim at implementing the Guiding Principles on Invasive Alien Species from the Convention on Biodiversity in our region under the Bern Convention. 
(7) In target number 7 we aim at stimulating financial investments in biodiversity activities and development of partnerships with focus on Central and Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia. In this way we hope to promote biodiversity as part of sustainable development. 

(8) If we are going to halt the loss of biodiversity we need to know what and where we have this biodiversity. And we also need to assess the trends; are we losing more or less? That’s why we intend to have a coherent European programme on monitoring and on a core set of indicators by 2008 as described in target number 8.  
9) And the last target: In order to increase public participation in decision making we aim at implementing at national levels the initiative from the Convention on Biodiversity`s Global Initiative on Communication, Education and Public Awareness by 2008. This is also in line with the Århus Convention.
We now have the opportunity to endorse an improved resolution in the Pan European region. It is expected that we take a lead position on how to handle the  challenge from Johannesburg. If we are not able to do this, who can?

I am looking forward to hearing your views on this issue, and I would like to give the floor to my co-chair Janez Kopac who will facilitate the discussions on the resolution. 

