Environment for Europe Conference in Kiev 21 -23 May 2003

DOP 10:  Intervention from Minister Børge Brende, Norway, about 

Energy Initiatives 

Mr. Chairman, 

I welcome the recommendations on pricing, subsidies and energy efficiency, and would like to see them expanded to encompass renewable energy. I propose that we should set ambitious regional aims for renewable and new renewable energy sources based on the global shares of 15% and 10% that we and others proposed in Johannesburg. 

It is the rate of implementation and the results of the process of Environment for Europe which are important; not just the Ministerial Conferences. In the same way, it is the work that we set in motion here which determines the results. I am flexible on the exact words we use to describe our final goals, but I do want the goals to be acknowledged. The tasks we want to start, however, must be described. To me that includes monitoring the environmental effects of energy conversion, securing the foundation for more environmentally friendly investment in energy and reaching long term energy security. This will need actions for:

- Reaching satisfactory arrangements for more secure funding of the ECE's work on air pollution 

- Continuing to implement the guidelines for energy pricing and report on results at our next conference

- Continuing the work of phasing out environmentally damaging subsidies and report on the results at our next conference

- Continuing the monitoring of energy efficiency through the European Energy Charter Secretariat and report on the results at our next conference

- Starting the work of increasing the regional share of renewables and new renewables and reporting on the results at our next conference

We support the German initiative for a global conference on renewables in 2004 and hope that countries and bodies that have worked well together so far within the ECE can get a renewed and strengthened mandate so that we can lay a good foundation for the regional contribution that we have to make to follow up Johannesburg.

