Environment for Europe Conference in Kiev 21 -23 May 2003.

DOP 7 (b):  Intervention from Minister Børge Brende, Norway, about  Environmental Partnerships in the UNECE Region:  "Environment, Water and Security in Central Asia"

Mr. Chairman,

The time bound targets on access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation are prominent among the Johannesburg commitments. The task before us is formidable, but achievable. We can make it.


· We can deliver safe water for another 274 000 people and sanitation services for another 342 000 people every day for the next 12 years. 

· We can stop the unsustainable exploitation of water resources and develop integrated water resource management and water efficiency plans by 2005. 


We can make it, but it will require immediate and concrete action at all levels. 

As chairman of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development where water, sanitation and human settlements are the key issues for the coming two years, I will do my utmost to ensure that we are on the right track, and that we are on the same track. All countries and all relevant stakeholders have to come on board. We have no time to lose.

We can make it, but it will require that we put our on house in order:


· Many thousands of the people we have to reach with water and sanitation live in our region, most of them in the EECCA countries. According to scientific studies, only 60-80 percent of the people in several of the major EECCA-cities have access to drinking water – at the countryside only 20 percent.
· The drying up of the Aral Sea and Lake Sevan in Armenia illustrates that we must prevent and repair the damages of overexploitation of water resources also in our part of the world. 

· The fact that ten out of twelve countries in EECCA have identified heavy metals as a major problem in their rivers shows that we have to take regional actions against heavy metals and support the global efforts of UNEP in this field.

· Action must also be taken against pesticides that are currently causing groundwater quality problems in many European countries. Six EU countries, six accession countries and eight of the twelve EECCA countries have indicated that there is a danger of pesticide pollution in their groundwater. 

Let us now fulfill our part of the job so that our region can be an example for other regions and pave the way for a massive effort to attack the global freshwater crisis. 

What do we have to do? We have to build upon the good work that is already being done in our region and then we have to take new measures where and whenever it is needed. 

We have to increase the capacity and financial resources for monitoring and for implementing essential measures and technical improvements. We have to focus on water saving, increased metering and the use of economic instruments like water charges and tariffs.

We have to build upon the outstanding work of the Task Force of the Environmental Action Programme for Central and Eastern Europe (EAP) on urban water supply and sanitation. It has given us a very good assessment of the situation in our region and shown us tools we can use to obtain our targets.  We should use these tools and we should use the multi-stakeholder conference in 2005 to take stock of how far we have come and agree on further action to achieve the Johannesburg targets.
We have to take upstream measures together with strong action against industrial pollution. We should build upon and strengthen the EECCA component of the EU Water Initiative, the work of the EAP Task Force and the work of the ECE in integrated water resources management. We should build upon the information provided by the US on water partnerships in the region.  I know they will be of great importance and can contribute to the follow-up of the Strategy and to reaching the Johannesburg targets.

Last but not least, we have to build upon and support the immensely important initiative of the Central Asian countries to strengthen international cooperation on management of trans-boundary water resources. The development of a "regional water partnership in Central Asia" would be an important contribution to the implementation of the EECCA strategy and the EU Water Initiative and it would constitute a concrete follow-up to the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation. 


I hope that proposed partnership can report on substantial progress by the time of the next Environment for Europe Ministerial conference. I can assure you that Norway is ready to participate in the further work as we have done in the preparation for this Conference.

Mr. Chairman,

The world faces an unprecedented water crisis and we have agreed on ambitious goals to solve it. We can make it. 

A lot of good work is going on, and a lot of good initiatives are being taken on water related issues in our region. We are underway to put our own house in order, but still there is a long way to go. 

Water has to be a top priority for us all in the years to come. 

Thank you.

